PHONE: (972) 562-2601

Renè Bates
July 10, 1942 - February 27, 2020
René was born on July 10, 1942 in his family’s home to Fred E. Bates and Ruth Katherine (Gunter) Bates in New Hope,
Texas. Seventy-seven years later, he passed away peacefully at his home in McKinney, only 10 miles from where he
was born, but worlds apart in so many ways. René lived a life that most of us can only imagine. The son of a
sharecropper, he came of age under harsh circumstances usually only found in books and movies. Growing up in rural
Texas in the 1940s was not an easy life. His stories of picking cotton alongside his father (and getting in trouble for
loading his sacks with stones), of trips to town in a buggy, and barely having the means to get by, helped to define his
strong work ethic, deep sense of ambition and drive to succeed. When his family relocated to Arlington in the mid-50s,
René knew that living in a city was not for him, but neither was being poor. He was a graduate of Arlington High School.
René was the first in his family to go to college and earned his bachelor’s degree and master’s degree in Education
from East Texas State University in Commerce. He married Sheryl Lynn Darcey on July 10, 2002 in McKinney, Texas.
René was a lifelong member of Rhea’s Mill Baptist Church in McKinney, Texas. He was also an ordained minister.
Among the many hats he wore, René was a schoolteacher, a rodeo clown, pick-up man and producer, a cowboy-for-hire,
a ranch manager, and general rabble-rouser. He piloted, then crashed and walked away from an airplane that he had no
license to fly (as the FAA noted in their resulting Cease and Desist letter). He briefly took up skydiving, and he hasn’t
been legally allowed to enter Mexico since the mid-70’s for reasons he’d rather us not disclose. He was a successful
land broker, a rancher, and he raised Texas longhorns for well over 30 years.
And of course, he was an auctioneer.
He began his career by auctioning livestock in the mid-60’s, and officially established René Bates Auctioneers in 1966.
He began calling on cities and counties to help assist in their disposal of surplus assets, a move that launched his
company’s increasing success throughout the 70’s and 80’s. René Bates Auctioneers was an early adopter of internet
sales, and in 1997 became the country’s first municipal online auction company while never losing the “boots on the
ground” business practices that defined René Bates Auctioneers from the beginning.

René was a member of the Texas and Southwestern Cattle Raisers Association; a lifetime member of the National
Auctioneers Association; a member of the Texas Auctioneers Association. In 2011, he was formally inducted into the
Texas Auctioneers Hall of Fame.
If you’ve ever been out to the house, you know he was more colorful than his kitchen, and that’s saying something. He
was a larger-than-life husband, father, and friend, and his legacy will live on through the love of his family and the
enduring success of his business. Texas has lost one of its last true cowboys, and he will be genuinely missed.
René is survived by his wife Sheryl Bates of McKinney, Texas; two daughters, Haley Renee Bates and Brad Rhoda of
Fort Collins, Colorado and Michelle Renee Bates and Donovan Arwood of Dallas, Texas ; grandson, Duke Bates of
Dallas, Texas; granddaughter, Maisie Rhoda of Fort Collins, Colorado; sister, Carol Ann Stanley and husband, Danny of
Burleson, Texas; numerous other loving family members and friends.
He was preceded in death by his parents, Fred and Katherine.
A memorial service will be held at 10:00 a.m., Saturday, March 7, 2020 at Turrentine-Jackson-Morrow Funeral Home
Chapel, 2525 Central Expressway North, Allen, Texas 75013.

Memorials
Rene Bates was a great guy.. When I was an unemployed young father his
auctions allowed me to open a business and take care of my family. I loved his
character and I will always remember his personal touch. REST IN PEACE!
WAYLAND MOODY, AUGUST 31, 2020

I always liked going to his auction. I'm saddened by this news because Rene is
one of those men who is larger than life. You'll be missed my friend.
BRUCE BERSCH, MAY 24, 2020

God bless you and your family. You are missed.
MARLON AVANT, MARCH 11, 2020

I was sad to hear the news on the passing of y’all’s father, and I’ve kept you
and your family in my thoughts and prayers. Please don’t hesitate in reaching
out if there’s anything you need.
CLINT HARRIS, MARCH 7, 2020

Sheryl, our prayers and sympathy to you and the family. Rene' was one of my
first friends when I moved to McKinney many years ago. He was a very special
friend with a big smile and ready to talk. I recently visited with him at Best Buy.
He will be missed by his many friends and clients.
LENA AND EARLY B. MILSTEAD , MARCH 6, 2020

Unfortunately I only got to know him for a very short time, but in that short time
I got to see what a great person he was. I will always thank him for the great
opportunity he gave me to work for him. Mr. Bates, you will be sincerely
missed.
MARTINEZ, MARCH 6, 2020

Michelle, Sheryl and family, WOW - he is and will always be missed. I met
Rene at the City of Richardson in 1980. He made an immediate and lasting
impression to say the least. Some of his first words to me were "slowly my
dear, but sure" in reference to the stick pin he wore on his collar. Not how he
lived his life! Thanks to you he most certainly lived a full life. My heart aches
for all of you.
CAROL COOPER, MARCH 5, 2020

Sheryl, you are in my thoughts and prayers. Rene was a wonderful man. He
will be missed. Prayers for you.
RHONDA WILLIAMS, MARCH 4, 2020

Cheryl, so sorry to hear about Rene'. Have lots of good memories from the
Saturday nite horse sales on 380 when I was a kid and Rene' sold tack at that
sale as he got started. Always enjoyed visiting with him. May God's blessing
be with you and the family during this very difficult time. If I can be of any help
please don't hesitate to call.
EARL BOURLAND, MARCH 4, 2020

René was one of a kind and a great man, he will truly be missed by many! My
thoughts and prayers go out to Sheryl and family.
KERI HARDIN, MARCH 4, 2020

Even though I didn’t see him much, I will still miss that he isn't here. When I
did see him, he was always happy and messing with someone. Haha. With his
cowboy hat, jeans tucked in his expensive colorful boots, his pink phone and
his earring. He was a living legend in our area for so long and will be
remembered by many.
DEBBIE TATE BARCH, MARCH 4, 2020

Rene was a good friend and a great supporter of TAA. He was one of the good

ones and will be missed. Blessings to his family.
KATHY HUMPHRIES, MARCH 4, 2020

Sending sympathy and condolences to the whole family. Rene was a cool dude
and he was always fun to talk to when he came to town. God bless you and
keep you all during this time. He will be missed!
REGINA STEPHENSON, MARCH 4, 2020

Rene always made me smile. He was larger than life. He will be greatly
missed.
CHRISTY ROWLEY, MARCH 4, 2020

Sending my condolences, Rene will be greatly missed.
YOLANDA SCYPION-GOUDEAUX, MARCH 4, 2020

Expressing deepest sympathies and condolences to the Bates family at this
difficult time. I am sincerely sorry for your loss. I remember Rene through our
association with TAA and He was always kind when we spoke, and I admired
him and his accomplishments greatly. Rene will be sorely missed by many and
will forever be remembered. May God comfort the family and friends and
embrace Rene in Paradise.
VALERIE GRIMM, MARCH 3, 2020

I've been working with Rene to dispose of surplus equipment and supplies for
Tarrant County since 1994. I learned a lot from Rene and discovered over the
years his diverse and colorful past. He advised me on several topics, which
concerned me greatly, haha. He was honest and his integrity was never in
question. He was an asset to his profession and I'm glad to have known him.
He will be missed.
ROB COX, RETIRED ASSISTANT PURCHASING AGENT, TARRANT COUNTY, MARCH 3, 2020

Thank you for your encouragement and most of all your friendship. To the
family, "Look to the hills from which cometh thy help, for thy help cometh from
the Lord". God Bless!!
EDWARD MCMULLEN, MARCH 3, 2020

Rene was a pioneer and true legend in the auction industry. His amazing
legacy will live on through his wife Sheryl and daughter Michelle. Our family

feels your pain as if it was our own. Prayers lifted for peace and comfort during
this difficult time.
JACKIE@LEMONSAUCTIONEERS.COM, MARCH 3, 2020

I met Rene for the first time in 1975 when I worked for the city of Grand Prairie
and he was doing the city auction. I followed his auctions for many years and
considered him a trusted friend over the years. He was bigger than life to me
and always greeted you with a smile and good words. A few years ago I went
to the ranch to pay for a truck I purchased and told him how smart I thought he
was for going to online auctions. He told me he didn’t think so and when I
asked why he said “ how long has it been since I have seen you and we had a
chance to talk” I will never forget those words from this big hearted man! Fly
high my longtime friend you will certainly be missed!
BOBBY ATTEBERRY, MARCH 2, 2020

Oh, Rene, we love you and will miss you!
ANNRANKIN, MARCH 2, 2020

I met Rene' over 20 years ago. I liked him right away and respected what he
had done with his life. I will miss him a lot!
DENNIS RUSSELL, MARCH 2, 2020

I remember the first electronic auction Rene Bates did for us, at Trinity River
Authority. In the past we had always been unhappy with auction proceeds from
other auctioneers. So I spoke with the ladies in the office, worked up all the
photos, accepted their advice on marketing the junk I was trying to get rid of.
When the auction concluded I was tickled to death at the proceeds. As we had
given it away in the past by the pallet full. The next day, Rene called me. He
was apologizing for the low amount of bid proceeds but if I would not get
discouraged he promised it would get better in the future. I was thrilled he took
time to mentor me. Needless to say our business relationship developed and I
was never disappointed. God bless you and peace be with you.
MELODY CANNON, MARCH 2, 2020

Deepest sympathy to all for your loss. Trinity River Authority of Texas
MARK SCHOONOVER, MARCH 2, 2020

We have been customers of his auction for many years. I hope his work will
continue. RIP Sir.
RON@RONSMITHGUNS.COM, MARCH 2, 2020

I began working with Rene in 1998 when I started with the city of Carrollton.
Rene was always very professional and beyond that, I counted him as my
friend. He will be missed.
VINCE PRIOLO, MARCH 2, 2020

I'm going to miss our visits. Thank you for your friendship over the past 40
years.
RONNIE GARNER, MARCH 2, 2020

Rene was such a sweet man. Always loved visiting with him, here at the office
and also at other public functions y'all are a part of. He will be missed!
ANGI MIZE, SR. BUYER CITY OF GRAND PRAIRIE, MARCH 2, 2020

Rene was a legend! I remember our first meeting you could tell he was a rebel
as well as a joy to be around. I loved the way he dressed, especially his
colorful boots, a true cowboy and a gentlemen. I am grateful for the opportunity
I had to meet him and his family. He will long be remembered for his
commitment to TXPPA and the auction business he loved. Rest in Peace
Rene.
VANESSA FREEMAN, MARCH 2, 2020

I ran into Rene many times at the Sam's in McKinney. I always remembered
his cowboy hats, colorful boots and attire. I ran into him recently at a
restaurant in McKinney. He was a nice man. Prayers to his family.
BETTY MCCARTHY, MARCH 2, 2020

May peace and comfort find you in this difficult time.
BETH DORSEY, MARCH 1, 2020

What an amazing man. I've only known him and his wife Sheryl for 11 Years.
When I entered this profession, he and his wife friended us and offered their
expertise to me being new in the business. Many times we have discussed
issues that he had expertise in and I am honored to have known him and
learned from his vast experience. My profession along with everyone he has

crossed paths with will surely miss this great man. Prayers out to the family.
WALT CADE, MARCH 1, 2020

Much love to my dear childhood friends Haley and Michelle. So sorry for your
loss.
MELINDA WALES , MARCH 1, 2020

REP Rene. You lived life to the fullest & crossed some paths that only you
could have done. You traveled millions of miles and made millions of friends.
God bless you.
WALTER HAMM, MARCH 1, 2020

René you will be missed. You always made my sister Jessica and I feel loved,
made us feel special, and like there was no “in between” time missed
whenever we saw you. Our boys thought you were SO cool, with your Hummer
and pink phone case since they were young. You were one of the most
genuine, kind, eccentric, cool people I’ve have the pleasure of knowing and
having in my life. I’m praying for the rest of the family. Love you all.
NIKKI SMITH, FEBRUARY 29, 2020

Dear Sheryl, Haley and Michelle, So sorry to hear that Rene’ has passed. He
was so very kind to Mike and I as long as we’ve known him - We both worked
for Renè in the early 80’s after I left the CCNB for a while - me in his office and
Mike worked on the farm on his days off from the McKinney FD. He took us
both on several auction trips with him and was always a gracious, generous,
entertaining and fun loving host. Sheryl, we had many good memories working
together, as well @ the CCNB, so sorry for your loss. We just can’t believe the
years have flown by and we grew apart but now wished we could have come by
so many times for a visit with Renè and get caught up. There will never be
another René Bates, and never has been. Rest In Peace dear friend and May
God give you all peace and comfort in the days and weeks ahead.
MIKE & CAROL JONES, FEBRUARY 29, 2020

My prayers and sympathy go out to the family. Rest in peace Rene.
BEVERLY DURHAM , FEBRUARY 29, 2020

My prayers are with you all. I knew Rene all my life. We were cousins from the

Gunter side of our family. Although we were never close, the family talked
about him and the good person he was. He will be greatly missed by many.
DONNA GUNTER WILMETH , FEBRUARY 29, 2020

Sheryl, my deepest heartfelt prayers and condolences go out to you and the
family. I first met Rene back in the 70's when we were both young men and we
immediately became friends. From then on, we always had a big laugh about
one story or another. I'll miss him greatly. God gained another great one that
will keep things lively in Heaven.
RICKY WILLIS, FEBRUARY 29, 2020

Cheryl&Michelle, Rene and you were a great team to work with. Y'all provided
us with excellent professional auctioneer services over many years. During
that time we have become good friends. I enjoyed discussing his farming and
cattle operations since that was also in my growing years, He was a straight
shooter and did what he said. He will be deeply missed. Our sincerest
condolences.
KENNETH LIND, RETIRED - ECTOR COUNTY PURCHASING AGENT, FEBRUARY 29, 2020

I have known René Bates as a larger than life character as long as I can
remember here in McKinney, Texas. When I bought the piece of property
adjacent to his house he stopped by and told me that he and I were going to be
the best of friends. He wasn’t telling a lie and held up his end of that bargain.
We became the best of friends and partners. I have lots of friends in this world,
but only a couple of best friends. I will deeply miss my best friend Rene.
RANDY HICKMAN, FEBRUARY 29, 2020

Rene Bates was a hoot. I worked for Rene about 3 years and he was always
very good to me. I liked Rene very much and he will be missed by all. I saw
Rene recently at Baylor Hospital getting fluids in the chemo lab. He was
concerned about my health and always asked how I was doing. He was the
same old Rene. He was a good man and everyone that knew him liked him, he
was such a people person. As I said before, he will be missed and I am so
sorry for the family.
DEB DAHLEN, FEBRUARY 29, 2020

Rest In Peace my friend.
DAVID DEAN , FEBRUARY 29, 2020

Rene was a character and straight shooter. I was glad to have known him and
worked with him on many occasions over the last 18 years. He will be missed.

LAWRENCE N. OLIVER, FEBRUARY 29, 2020

Cheryl, Rene WAS larger than life. One of the things I missed when I retired
were the clients. You and Rene were among those. I can still see him with
those boots. What a nice man! It was a gift to have known him. Prayers for you
and his family.
SHIRLEY HOLSINGER, FEBRUARY 29, 2020

So sorry for your loss Sheryl, Rene’ was one of my favorites, he was the same
every time I saw him and was always a stand up guy plus he was the only man
to drive a tractor to my shop to get a haircut. I loved his sense of humor! I’ll
miss him.
JACKIE AND SANDRA DINSMORE, FEBRUARY 28, 2020

My condolences and prayers are with all of you during this very difficult time.
Rene was such an inspiration to everyone that knew him. I met him when I was
a young girl working gift wrapping at Gibson’s Department Store. I told him,
because he was such a nice man that if I ever had children I was going to
name one after him . Many years later I did and I named her after him. I used
his first name for her middle name. He was a very dear family member to all of
us. He will be missed tremendously but never forgotten. His smile was
infectious. Rest In Peace.
JOANNA COPELAND SHROPSHIRE , FEBRUARY 28, 2020

Sheryl, my heart breaks for you. Rene' brought my little sister to McKinney
when she broke her arm. He was her teacher. He could do no wrong in my
eyes since then. He was a very unique, big hearted man and met each person
with a smile and gleam in his eyes. My prayers are with you and the rest of the

family.
CAROLYN MCCARLEY, FEBRUARY 28, 2020
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