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Celia Bazan
December 26, 1927 - March 24, 2021
Celia’s story begins on December 26, 1927. Her birth mother was Desideria Martinez Gallegos, and her birth father was
David Gallegos. Although they were her birth parents, she never recalls receiving their love or a tender touch. At the age
of one and half years, due to family circumstances that forever altered her life, she went to live with her aunt. This is the
woman God put in her life to raise and nurture her to become the woman she became. That beautiful woman was Maria
De La Cruz Martinez Esquibel. Known by family and friends as “Crusita.” This was “her mother.” Crusita was married to
Rubel Esquibel. This was the man that I knew as “her father.”
She lived in this environment surrounded by their love and care until she was five years old. Her life took a turn which
impacted her life then and in the future. She was “abducted” by her birth father along with a younger sister and brother.
They were taken to California to his brother’s home where her grandparents were raising them. Soon after the
grandparents died and for reasons unknown to her, they were dropped off at an orphanage and were left there for about
a year. Her memory is that they took a train back to New Mexico where she was returned to her biological parents for a
short period of time. Since she was unable to attend school she was then reunited with her mother Crusita and her father
Rubel in Mancos, Colorado.
Celia began taking piano lessons when she was about nine. Her mother cleaned houses to help pay for her piano
classes. The first thing she learned to play was the hymn “Cariñoso Salvador” in four parts. This began her passion for
music and playing in church.
The first Vacation Bible School she attended was in Mancos, Colorado at the age of 12. The teacher and pianist was
Rebecca Bazan. Celia remembers her ministry and feeling like she wanted to do what Rebecca was doing. This is
where her desire to grow in the Lord began.
When she was 13 years old, she received baptism in the Holy Spirit. She had gone to Durango, Colorado as the pianist
for a revival. She remembers that she was wearing a white dress. Then suddenly while in prayer, she was knocked to
the floor speaking in tongues, she got her white dress all dirty. This was a big deal for her because she was very aware

of always being prim and proper.
Celia graduated from high school and went on to LABI in Isleta, Texas. She attended LABI for three years. Here she met
my best friend Charlotte Pacheco Garza, and of course, the love of her life Nestor Sevilla Bazan, who was also very
handsome! She had always wanted to marry a minister and be in ministry, so this is where God placed her to learn
about ministry, serving and building relationships. Celia had a piano teacher, Mrs. Ickler, who taught her to play
congregational piano. She filled her days with studying, music, and playing the piano when called upon to play. She was
unable to go home during the three years she attended LABI. She spent my summers doing Vacation Bible Schools.
During her second year at LABI, she was a part of a trio consisting of Elizabeth Bazån, Ella Hernandez and herself. They
traveled to different cities such as Phoenix, Arizona and Roswell, NM. When they went to Roswell it was to minister at
Bro. Paul Savages church. There was a young missionary that was going to an orphanage in Egypt. Through her
message, she felt a burning in her heart and wept at the altar like she had never wept before. She felt she was being
called to be a missionary. Never knowing that her life would be spent with a man that would affect the lives of so many
people - a missionary on this side of the world! This is how God prepared her heart to be open to His calling.
Nestor and Celia were married on September 12, 1948 and her life was blessed and full as she walked along with her
husband for the next 66 years in ministry together. She never asked him why or where they would go, she trusted the
Lord and wanted to be with him and serve alongside him. He was the love of her life and she followed him wherever God
led him in ministry. That was her calling. They returned to LABI in 1951-1952 where Nestor not only pastored a mission in
Isleta but also taught Theology, Homiletics and Celia taught choir and piano. They also served as counselors for the
students. They ministered in New Mexico, Utah, Arizona, California and Texas. They not only built churches in
Albuquerque, NM, Salt Lake City, Utah and Rio Hondo, Texas but they were used by God to rebuild many lives. Celia
stood by her husband while he served as Superintendent for the Central Latin American District Council for seven years.
They served together until the Lord took him home on June 24, 2014.
Celia lived a happy fulfilled life living with her daughter and son-in-law Sandra Marveen and Dan Trevino, until she joined
Nestor and her blessed Savior on March 24, 2021.
She loved spending time with her family, talking to people about Jesus and especially being around her great
grandchildren who often came to visit.
A “come and go” visitation will be held on Friday, April 2, 2021, from 6:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m., at Turrentine-JacksonMorrow Funeral Home. Only a limited number of guests will be allowed to enter the funeral home facility at any one time
to maintain social distancing.
A funeral service will be held at 2:00 p.m., Saturday, April 3, 2021, at Turrentine-Jackson-Morrow Funeral Home Chapel,
2525 Central Expressway North, Allen, Texas. The service will also be live streamed at TJMfuneral.com on Celia’s
obituary page by clicking on the following link: https://celebrationoflife.tv/blog/celia-bazan. After the service, the
recorded live stream will be available for viewing at the same link location.
Interment will follow at Ridgeview Memorial Park.

Memorials
I first met her and Nestor at Astin's 1st birthday party. My husband and I
immediately drifted toward them, we were so welcome and felt like we had
known them many years. They say there are Angel's among us and they were

proof of that. They glowed with God's love. I enjoyed talking g to her from time
to time. I will miss her, but know how happy she is now.
PATSY REED, APRIL 3, 2021

Great memories of sis Bazan and the family growing up in Albuquerque NM.
Our deepest condolences to the family..from the Padilla sin NM
LEE ROY. PADILLA, APRIL 3, 2021

I am so happy that Brother and Sister Bazan are together again. God blessed
my life with their friendship and love. They were dear friends of my Mom and
Dad...together with friends in eternity.
REV FIDEL BUTCH MONTOYA, APRIL 3, 2021

What a beautiful soul! She will be so missed but she is now in the arms of our
lord and I know Nestor missed her terribly. Prayers for the family.
RHODA PACILLAS, APRIL 3, 2021

Sis Bazán was one of a kind. I fondly remember her giving me my first wooden
buddy barrel for BGMC. God bless the Bazán family.
LEEON JUAREZ, APRIL 3, 2021

To one of the most Caring and Loving women of God in my lifetime. As a child
I remember her piano playing and love she showed me as I stayed with my
Grandmother living in the same apartments she and Bro. Nestor lived at as
well. My father marred she and Bro Nestor and they have always been so
Special in our families lives. In Salt Lake City , Utah they were very
instrumental in helping my father pioneer the Spanish Assembly of God church
which begin the beginning of the AG's movement in Salt Lake City back after
the war. WE have some very fond memories and so much respect for this
Precious Woman of God. May you rest in Peace in the arms of the Almighty
rejoicing with my parents and so many loved ones whom welcome you with
loving memories and so much Love. Love you Sister Celia and you will always
bring fond memories to so many lives only to know we will see you again
someday and be reunited eternally. Much Love Ketta Enriquez

KETTA ENRIQUEZ, APRIL 1, 2021

My aunt Celia, I can always remember my aunt since I was small, she was
such a nice and gentle person I’ve known all my life . I remember around 7
years ago my aunt was here in Santa Fe. My daughter Reeanne taught my
aunt how to text on her phone , she thought that was just out of this world . She
learned how to text in her 80’s! She is going to be missed but she is with our
Lord and my uncle. Love you Aunt Celia , your nephew Herman

HERMAN AND LORETTA MARTINEZ, APRIL 1, 2021

She was a spe ial woman of God. She will be sorely missed. Always ready to
say a prayer for you. Thanks for allowing me to be part of your life. I know you
are rejoicing in heaven wit the One Who saved by His grace.
LUCY, MARCH 30, 2021

Our prayers have been with your mom and your sisters and families. May she
Rest In Peace and may she be dancing with joy as she is united with Jesus
and with your dad who has been waiting for her. We will continue to pray.
SYLVIA PALACIOS, MARCH 30, 2021

Marveen and Dan, and Bazan family, we send our deepest condolences to all
of you. Sis Celia was a lovely, godly woman. She always had a positive
outlook and was so encouraging to young ministers wives. She taught us some
practical life lessons as a ministerial wife and mother. She used her talents
and gifts to bring honor to the God she loved and served. We pray for comfort
and strength now and in the days to come. Blessings, dear friends.
CHARLES AND STELLA SISNEROS, MARCH 30, 2021

Love you all . Sending prayers, love and hugs. Barbara
BARBARA THAYER CLEMENTS , MARCH 30, 2021
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